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Purpose Statement:

One of the goals of the Southern Illinois Chapter of the Healthcare Financial Management Association is to support education and certification for its membership.  In order to achieve this goal, the Chapter has established an annual scholarship program to benefit members and their immediate family.

Educational Scholarship Program Description:

· The Southern Illinois Chapter of HFMA will annually award scholarship funds up to the amount as defined by the budget, not to exceed $500 per recipient.
· Scholarships will be awarded in conjunction with the Chapter’s fiscal year beginning June 1 to May 31.

· Recipients will be selected by the Scholarship Committee and presented to the Board of Directors for final approval.

· The Board will approve scholarships in excess of budget based on the availability of funds.
· Scholarships will be awarded by March 31 each year.
Eligibility Requirements:
· Applicants for the scholarship must be an active member in good standing or a family member of an active member in good standing.

· Active Member is defined as:  One who attends at least three (3) educational sessions for the prior year.

· Family Member is defined as:  Spouse, Child, Sibling, Niece, Nephew, Grandchild, or any person for whom the member is financially responsible.

· Applicant must be a high school graduate.
· Applicant must be in pursuit of a career in Healthcare.

· Applicant will show proof of a grade point average of a ‘B’ or better from an accredited secondary educational institution.
· Applicant for the HFMA Certification exam must have personally paid the applicable certification exam fee and received a passing grade.
Application Process:

· A completed application must be received by the Scholarship Committee no later than January 31st. 
· Application packets are available on the Chapter’s website www.sihfma.org or by contacting the Scholarship Committee or the Board of Directors.
· A 500 word essay outlining career objectives, explanation of  how the scholarship money will be used, and other pertinent information that may be of value to the Scholarship Committee must accompany the application. An essay is not required for the HFMA Certification exam application.
· Also accompanying the application will be a transcript showing the applicants most recent grades as proof of the required ‘B’ average.
· Proof of HFMA Certification exam fee payment is required.
· Proof of a passing grade on the HFMA Certification exam is required.
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